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“FATHER, FORGIVE…”

If you had been hated, mocked, spat upon, beaten, lashed mercilessly with whips that tore flesh
from your body, and then been nailed to a cross, what would be your first words from the cross?
Totally unlike what the crowds usually would have heard in similar situations, they heard from the
lips of Jesus Christ these words: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke
23:34). No doubt the Roman soldiers and other spectators were accustomed to hearing torrents
of curses from the lips of those crucified. Strange indeed would be prayers that God would forgive
those bringing such sufferings upon them. But this was what the cross of Christ was all about—
forgiveness.

Was the prayer of Jesus answered? Were those who cried out, “Crucify Him!” granted forgiveness
simply at the request of Jesus? Was Pilate to be held guiltless for his caving in to the demands of
the people that the “King of the Jews” be put to death? Were the Roman soldiers who mocked
Him, scourged Him mercilessly and nailed Him to the cross now guiltless? Few, if any, would
make such a claim. However, it might be said that those who instigated and carried out such a
crime were granted mercy, though not individuals’ absolute forgiveness. Otherwise, the wrath of
God would surely have fallen upon all who participated. This would be in accord with Jesus’
prayer: “for they know not what they do.” They did it in ignorance, blinded to the truth of who
Jesus was—the long-promised Messiah (Christ). Paul would later write, “But we speak the
wisdom of God in a mystery…which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known
it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Corinthians 2:7-8). As a nation of people,
the majority had said, in effect, “We will not have this man reign over us” (Luke 19:;14), fulfilling
Isaiah’s prophecy: “He is despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief, and we hid, as it were, our faces from him. He was despised, and we esteemed him not”
(Isa. 53:3), and John would write of Him: “He came unto his own, and his own (people) received
him not” (John 1:11). It was only after the continued rejection of Jesus Christ that the Jewish
nation and Jerusalem were destroyed by the Roman army in A.D. 70, almost 40 years after the
crucifixion.

Was this prayer of Jesus answered in the full sense of forgiveness? For some, it was. The message
of “remission of sins” was proclaimed by the apostle Peter in Acts 2 to many of the same crowd
that had cried out, “Crucify Him!” To those who were convicted of sin and cried out, “Men and

brethren, what shall we do?” were told, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). The blood of Christ shed at Calvary effectively
cleansed even Jesus’ penitent tormentors of their sins when they, in faith, believing Him to be the
Christ, yielded themselves to Christ in obedience. The message of the cross remains the same
for all who would be saved. Paul wrote, “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness, but unto us which are saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians
1:18).
--Ron

VOICES FROM THE PAST:
“It is dangerous to be right when the government is wrong’”
(Voltaire)
“If we can effectively kill the national pride and patriotism of just one generation, we will
have won that country.” (Joseph Stalin)
“Courage is not simply one of the virtues, but the form of every virtue at the testing point.”
(C. S. Lewis)

(You’ve probably read the following many times, but it never hurts to be reminded.)
DECLINE AND FALL
Edward Gibbon lists the following reasons for the decline and fall of the Roman
Empire:
1. The rapid increase of divorce, the undermining of the dignity and the sanctity of the
home, which is the basis of human society;
2. Higher and higher taxes, and the spending of public money for free bread and
circuses for the populace.
3. The mad craze for pleasure, sports, becoming every year more exciting, brutal and
dishonest.
4. The building of gigantic armaments when the real enemy was with the decadence
of the people.

5. The decay of religion—faith fading into more form—losing touch with life and
becoming unimportant to guide the people.
--Trib-Bits, Decatur Tribune

AN OLD FARMER’S ADVICE
• Keep your fences horse-high, pig-tight and bull-strong.
• Life is simpler when you plow around the stump. (Next column)
• A bumble bee is considerably faster than a John Deere tractor.
• Words that soak into your ears are whispered…not yelled.
• Meanness don’t jes’ happen overnight.
• Forgive your enemies. It messes up their heads.
• Don’t corner something that would normally run from you.
• It don’t take a very big person to carry a grudge.
• You cannot unsay a cruel word.
• Every path has a few puddles.
• When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty.
• The best sermons are lived, not preached.
• Most of the stuff people worry about ain’t never going to happen anyway.
• Don’t judge folks by their relatives.
• Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer.
• Don’t interfere with somethin’ that ain’t botherin’ you none.
• Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain-dance.
• Sometimes you get and sometimes you get got.
• Don’t fix it if it ain’t broke.
• Always drink upstream from the herd.
• Good judgment comes from experience, & a lotta that comes from bad judgment.
• If you get to thinkin’ you’re a person of some influence, try orderin’ somebody else’s dog around.
• Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly.
--From the Internet

IN OUR PRAYERS: Sammie is home now, and doing well following her
surgery. *** Doris is doing well following her lumpectomy, and will consult with the cancer
doctor to determine possible future-treatment. *** I have received the laser treatments in
both eyes preparatory to the removal of the cataracts, and will meet with the surgeon
again on March 25. *** David Ferguson and Bill Livesay (Mattoon) continue to do well
following the kidney transplant.

