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Have you checked into our web site lately? 

(www.Arthurcoc.com) 

 

  

DO YOU HAVE A PHOBIA? 

  

It is becoming common to hear political sources charging rivals 

with various phobias.  If you are concerned with the moral 

direction our country is taking, with the glorifying of sins such as 

homosexuality you are labeled as a “deplorable” 

“homophobic.”   If ISIS troubles you, and you feel the 

immigration into our country of tens of thousands of Muslims 

may cause a cultural crisis, and even the importation of  jihadists 

who are intent on executing unbelievers, then you must have 

Islamaphobia.  After all, both major political parties have told us 

that Islam is a “religion of peace.”  

  

A phobia is usually seen as an irrational or exaggerated fear or 

intolerance.  We certainly do not wish to think irrationally, or to 

be intolerant toward any who simply differ with us.  We would be 

unprincipled, however, if we blinded ourselves to reality.  Sexual 
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sins, as defined by Scripture, are what God would define as 

“deplorable”—not those who oppose such.  Is it being 

homophobic for us to fear the consequences our children and 

grandchildren are going to have to endure when our state (Illinois) 

has mandated for public schools to teach LGBT history in grades 

K-12, in effect, normalizing sexual perversion in the minds of our 

nation’s youth?  And is it being phobic to ignore the fact that 

jihadists are those in Islam who take literally Mohammed’s 

command to “slay the idolaters (which, to Muslims, includes any 

who worship any god other than Allah) wherever you find them, 

and lie in ambush everywhere for them…” (Koran 9:5).  Is it 

phobic, deplorable, intolerant and hateful for us to warn that God 

hates “hands that shed innocent blood” (Proverbs 6:17)?  Is it 

being phobic when we fear the outcome of those who value 

Muslim shariah-law above the U.S. Constitution being placed into 

positions of government where they can influence the making of 

laws for the nation’s citizens?  

  

There is a fear—call it phobic if you wish, but it is neither 

irrational nor exaggerated—that we all should reverently 

have: “Fear not them which kill the body but are not able to kill 

the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul 

and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28)   --Ron 

  

THOUGHTS TO PONDER: 

•         The biggest communications problem is we do not 

listen to understand.  We listen to reply. 



•         “Shariah law is alive and well in the U.K.” (London 

Mirror) 

•         “No man has a good enough memory to be a 

successful liar.” (Abraham Lincoln) 

•         “Frustration is having no one to blame for your 

problems but yourself.” 

•         “Holiness is not the way to Christ.  Christ is the way 

to holiness.”  (Adrian Rogers) 

•         :/”Don’t say God has been silent when your Bible has 

been closed.” 

•         “The greatest wireless connection—PRAYER.” 

  

 
 

THE WHOLE WORLD STINKS 

  

Wise men and philosophers throughout the ages have disagreed 

on many things, but many are in unanimous agreement on one 

point: “We become what we think about.”  Ralph Waldo Emerson 

said, “A man is what he thinks about all day long.”  The Roman 

emperor, Marcus Aurelius put it this way: “A man’s life is what 

his thoughts make of it.”  In the Bible we find: “As a man thinks 

in his heart, so is he.” 

  

One Sunday afternoon, a cranky grandfather was visiting his 

family.  As he lay down to take a nap, his grandson decided to 

have a little fun by putting limburger cheese on Grandfather’s 



mustache.  Soon, grandpa awoke with a snort and charged out of 

the bedroom, saying, “This room stinks.”  Through the house he 

went, finding every room smelling the same.  Desperately, he 

made his way outside only to find that “the whole world stinks!” 

  

So it is when we fill our minds with negativism.  Everything we 

experience, and everybody we encounter, will carry the scent we 

hold in our minds                     .     –Logansport (IN) Lifelines 

                                                                            

  

HOW DEEP IS YOUR LOVE? 

  

A once-popular song asked the question, “How deep is your 

love?”  It is a question that sometimes haunts us.  Maybe it is 

another way of asking ourselves what we are willing to do for 

someone else.  How much of our time, how much of our money, 

how much of our energy, and how much of our emotions do we 

invest to show our love? 

  

Perhaps Peter struggled with these questions.  He asked Jesus, 

“Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive 

him? Until seven times?” (Matthew 18:21)  Jesus knew that it 

takes a lot of love to forgive.  His reply was, “I say not unto you, 

Until seven times, but until seventy times seven.”  Jesus didn’t 

mean four hundred and ninety times.  He meant Peter was to have 



enough love for his brother to forgive him as many times as it 

takes. 

Of course love means more than forgiving.  Peter goes on to say 

in 1 Peter 4, “Using hospitality one to another without 

complaining, according as each has received a gift, ministering it 

among yourselves, as good stewards of the manifold grace of 

God.”  If Peter were among us today, he might preach, “If you 

can teach a class, teach, if you can cook a meal for someone, 

cook.  If you can smile, shake a hand, visit the lonely, give 

someone a ride, do it.  Whatever you can do to show your love, 

whatever you can do to invest of yourself for someone else, you 

are glorifying God.” 

  

Love covers over a multitude of sins, not only others’ sins, but 

also your own.  When we serve others because of our love for 

them and for God, we are serving God and glorifying 

Him.  Service is our way of showing how deep our love is for God 

and man.        –Donna Richmond Witliff, Bulletin Gold 

  

  

    “AT WHAT POINT, then, is the approach of danger to be 

expected? I answer, if it ever reach us, it must spring up amongst 

us.  It cannot come from abroad.  If destruction be our lot, we 

must ourselves be its author and finisher.  As a nation of freemen, 

we must live through all time, or die by suicide.” 

                                                   --Abraham Lincoln 



  

  

“STANDING ON THE PROMISES” will again be today’s 

message, continuing this theme.  The reading will be Ephesians 

3:14-21. 

  

THE SHULTS-LEWIS CHILDREN’S HOME van will be in 

our area the week of Oct. 20.  Suggested commodities are pie 

shells and pie filling.  Checks would also be welcomed. 

  

PRAYER CONCDERNS: Little Ruby Bradd, daughter of the 

Stephen Bradds of Clinton, still  needs our prayers as she 

continues her treatments.  Remember her family as well, as they 

suffer through this.   *(** Larry Miles, the manager of our web 

site, has been found to have cancer cells in his prostate, and will 

possibly have surgery shortly.  *** Remember the many, 

especially in communist and Muslim countries, who are suffering 

intense persecution for their faith in Christ, that they may 

continue to confess their faith without fear. 
 


