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Have you visited our web site lately? (www.Arthurcoc.com) 

  

COMPLETE IN CHRIST 

  

     From the beginning of Christianity, doctrine has been a problem.  Many of the New 
Testament books were written to counter doctrines that were not of God—especially 
doctrines which would subvert the gospel.  Through the centuries a multiplicity of 
teachings have been held by those who claim to follow Christ, many of which are 
contradictory to one another, and often contradictory to Scripture.  Christianity has thus 
evolved into a form unknown in the primitive church.  All of this, of course, is confusing to 
those who would seek to know God.  Every denomination and sect has its own set of 
doctrines which sets it apart from others.  Denominationalism has become the 
norm.  Such a situation causes seekers for truth to wonder, “Which group has the truth?” 

  

     In combating various dogmas and philosophies that had risen in the Colossian church, 
the apostle Paul wrote, referring to their relationship to Christ, “For in him dwelleth the 
fullness of the godhead bodily.  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all 
principality and power” (Col. 2:9-10).   Being “complete” in Christ is to be without lack of 
“all things that pertain to life and godliness”, as Peter described it (2 Pet. 1:3).  This 
principal does not leave man free to impose his own authority upon others.  No church is 
at liberty to decree that which is foreign to the teachings of Christ and His 
apostles.  Earlier, Paul reminded the Colossians of the supreme authority of Christ, 
stating, “He is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in all things he might have the preeminence” (Col. 1:18).  So emphatic was 
Paul in this matter that he wrote the believers at Galatia, saying, “Though we or an angel 
from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:8).  The church is to be “the pillar and ground of the 
truth” (1 Timothy 3:15), but it is not the source of the truth.  The source is Jesus Christ, 
who commissioned His apostles, saying, “All power (authority) is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth.  Go ye, therefore,  and teach all nations, baptizing them into the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things, 
whatsoever I have commanded you…” (Matthew 28:18:18-20).  There is no 
supplementary source of grace or instruction that God has given us.  They are to be found 
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only in Christ and His word.  The Lord’s church is “complete in 
Him.”                                                                                                                             --
Ron 

  

     “[Divine] revelation assures us that ‘Righteousness exalteth a 
nation.’  Communities are dealt with in this world by the wise and just Ruler of the 
Universe.  He rewards or punishes them according to their general 
character.” (Samuel Adams; The Founders’ Bible) 
 
 

POST-BIRTH ABORTION 

  

   Evil is never stagnant.  It progressively takes on new forms.  In an Internet article back on Nov. 3, ’14 
entitled, “ABCs, and then Death,” Brad Harrub and Jack Wilkie, wrote, “By age five most children know their 
own name as well as the names of their siblings and parents.  By age five most children can feed 
themselves, and with gentle prompting can bathe themselves.  By age five most children are potty-trained 
and able to eat on their own.  By age five many children have a distinct personality and are able to laugh 
at simple jokes.  By sage five many children are able to help with small chores and can carry on 
conversations.  By age five many children have begun their formal educational training.  And yet, this is the 
age which some suggest parents ought to have the right to terminate their lives.  Let that sink in for a 
moment.  Parents naming a child, caring for that child, and then killing it—legally.”  They refer to what is 
called “post-birth abortion.”  The article goes on to mention that this position “has been endorsed by some 
in the medical community for nearly three years,” and is growing in favor on college campuses.  Now, five 
years later, it is post-birth abortion is increasingly acceptable. 

  

   Not too long ago this would have been inconceivable, but with the acceptance of the killing of babies 
whose heads are still in the birth-canal, it is a short step to killing them at a later date.  As a nation, we are 
becoming de-sensitized.  All that is needed is calling infanticide another name—“post-birth abortion.”  A 
Feb. 23, 2012 article in the Journal of Medical Ethics, entitled, “After-Birth Abortions: Why Should the Baby 
Live?” asserts, among other things, “Merely being a human is not in itself a reason for ascribing someone 
a right to life.”  In other words, being human is no longer special in the eyes of some, though the Bible 
declares that man is created “in the image of God” (Gen. 1:26).  Such is the chilling fruit of the doctrine of 
evolution that is fed daily to the children of America.  

  

A few years ago, as reported on network news, a 29-year-old terminally ill woman took her own life, and 
was praised as being “brave” and “courageous.”  While our sympathy is with any who are looking natural 
death in the face, the fact remains that the death of the innocent is not in our hands: “These six things the 
Lord hates.  Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: a proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed 
innocent blood….” 

  



   Unless we renew our nation’s commitment to Biblical principles, we can only expect to descend even 
deeper into the devil’s quicksand. Scripture warns us, “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God” (Psalm 9:17).  We need to remind everyone that “Righteousness exalts a nation: 
but sin is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 
14:34).                                                                                                                  –Ron 

  

  

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF 

  

   “So Moses took his wife and his sons and mounted them on a donkey, and returned to the land 
of Egypt.  Moses also took the staff of God in his hand.”  Exodus 4:20 

  

   Moses had been a shepherd in the land of Midian for forty years.  His shepherd’s staff was his tool.  When 
God gave him his commission to return and lead his people from bondage, God empowered him for 
success.  The staff in his hand became the staff of God.  God used that staff to free His people and lead 
them to the promised land.  Whatever we have in our hand every day to earn our living, has the potential 
to become an instrument of God.  Let’s get going with the power of 
God.                                                                      –David Grubb 

  

  

“STANDING ON THE PROMISES—HIS PROMISE TO RETURN” will be today’s message.  Reading—2 
Peter 3:1-13 

PRAY FOR: Ruby Bradd (Clinton; cancer) is improving.  *** My cataracts are now history!   

HAPPY VETERANS DAY 

 


