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Have you visited our web site lately? (www.arthurcoc.com) 

  

GRACE HAS APPEARED 

  

“The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all 

men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 

we should live soberly, righteously and godly in this present 

world, looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing 

of the great God and our Savior, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:11-13). 

  

To a world enveloped in spiritual darkness grace appeared for all 

to see two thousand years ago.  That grace was embodied in 

Christ, the prophesied “Sun of righteousness” that would “arise 

with healing in His wings” (Malachi 4:2).  Malachi’s promise for 

His appearing was “to them that look for Him.”  There were those 

in Judea, at the coming of Christ, who “looked for redemption in 

Jerusalem” (Luke 3:8).  They were those who were spiritually 

awake, even in the world of darkness, knowledgeable of the 

messianic prophecies of His coming, awaiting the rising “Sun of 

righteousness.”  The world had the natural law, with some 

inherent knowledge of right and wrong, and the Jews were further 
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blessed with God’s Law through Moses, but law only exposed the 

fact that “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” 

(Romans 3:23).  What was needed was grace—the unmerited 

favor of God, secured for man by Christ, As Malachi said, He 

would arise “with healing in His wings.”  His righteousness 

would be imputed to the unrighteous through His sacrifice at 

Calvary.  The apostle Paul spoke of his grace: “Being justified 

freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that 

are past through the forbearance of God” (Rom. 3:24-25).  The 

full realization of this righteousness came as penitent believers 

were “buried with him by baptism into death: that as Christ was 

raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 

also should walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:3-4).  

  

The word grace speaks of the unmerited favor of God, as 

bestowed through Christ alone.  The most unworthy among us, 

has access to the worthiness of Christ, the sinless Son of 

God.  There is no quality even in the best of men and women that 

would lay claim to heaven.  In Rom. 3:19 Paul declared “all the 

world” to be “guilty before God”.  Before the bar of justice, all 

stand condemned if it were not for the grace of God through 

Christ. This grace “appeared.”  It was not man’s doing, but 

God’s.  The grace appeared in God sending Christ His Son to be 

man’s redeemer.  “The law was given by Moses, but grace and 

truth came by Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).  

  



Paul, in writing to Titus, reminded him that not only did grace 

appear in the coming of Christ, but also that the redeemed can 

look again with expectation for “the blessed hope and the glorious 

appearing of 

 
 

the great God and our Savior, Jesus Christ.”  He who came once 

will come again.  That is the believer’s “blessed hope.”  As 

iniquity abounds  and the love of many waxes cold (Matt. 24:12), 

Christ’s true followers shall, by His grace, “endure unto the end” 

(v. 13), looking for His glorious appearing.  The fruit of this faith 

is the denial in our lives of “ungodliness and worldly lusts,” as 

the passage in Titus indicates.  The appearing of the grace of God 

establishes not only a new relationship with God, but also a new 

life, characterized by the words “soberly, righteously and 

godly.”  In this spiritually darkened world of ungodliness, are you 

looking for His appearing—the second arising of “the Sun of 

righteousness”?      --Ron 

  

--*-- 

  

SEASONS OF RAPTURE 

  

If Christ comes back in winter 

When earth lies cold and pale, 



Will He find pilgrims watching, 

Or will our hearts’ love fail? 

O hail our King in white! 

He comes from heaven to save us 

From tribulation’s night. 

  

If Christ comes back in springtime, 

When burst the buds’ leaf green, 

He will gather up His garlands, 

God’s saints, from earth’s dark scene. 

O hail our Bridegroom-King! 

He comes His Bride to rapture: 

How can we help but sing? 

  

If Christ comes back in summer, 

When shines the orange sun, 

Will He find Christians toiling 

In love, with hearts as one? 



O hail our great Sun-King, 

With healing splendor rising 

To draw us to His wing! 

  

If Christ comes back in autumn 

When glow the fields with gold, 

He will reap with joy His wheat sheaves 

Which He did plant of old. 

O hail! Our Lord shall come 

To gather His loved ones 

And shout His “Harvest Home!” 

--Arthur Farstad (1935-1980, via The Banner of Truth 

KINGS AND PRIESTS 

  

   “Unto Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and the Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever.  Amen.” (Revelation 1:5b-6)) 

  



   The apostle Peter spoke of Christians as “a royal 
priesthood” (1 Peter 2:9). 

  

   We do not often think of Christians as kings and priests, 
but the Bible declares we are.  As kings we serve under Him 
who is the “King of kings,” Jesus Christ (Revelation 
17:14).  The church is to declare His authoritative message 
to the world.  As priests, we are to be intercessors for 
others.  A priest has been defined as one “in charge of the 
things of God.”  Christians, as priests of God, are guardians 
of the things of God.  In the Old Testament, special priests 
were appointed to serve in the tabernacle and temple.  In 
the New Testament era, all Christians are priests, serving 
within the church, offering up spiritual sacrifices through 
Christ our High Priest (Romans 12:1; Hebrews 13:15-16).  

  

   As priestly guardians of the things of God, we must also 
guard the standard of God as set forth in the word of God. 
We are urged to “contend earnestly for the faith which was 
once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3, NKJV). We 
cannot stand idly by while the world cares more about what 
is politically correct than what is Biblically correct.     –Ron 

  

--*-- 

  



“BORN OF A VIRGIN” will be today’s message, with 
Matthew 1:13-19 as the reading. 

PRAY FOR: Wayne Polk (Minister, Shelbyville) has been 
diagnosed as having hardening of the arteries in both 
legs.  At one point they thought of amputation, but will be 
giving him treatments.  He is back home now.  ***( Ruby 
Bradd (Clinton) continues with treatments to rid her of 
cancer. 

 

  
 


