PURIM AND EASTER
The Jewish holiday of Purim was observed March 9-10 as a day of remembrance.. For Christians,
Easter is a day our nation and culture have set aside to remember our deliverance from death
through the resurrection from the dead of the crucified Christ. For Jews, Purim is a day Jews have
set aside as a day to remember and celebrate the deliverance of the Jews from the sentence of death
imposed by King Ahasureus during their captivity in Persia—known today as Iran--an event
portrayed in the Old Testament book of Esther. On the Jewish calendar, I understand it is the
beginning of the 13th day of Adar. While neither day is set aside by authority of Scripture as “holy
days,” lessons can be learned from the events commemorated.

The book of Esther is a book that gives the remarkable story of God’s providential use of Esther,
a Jewish girl wedded to the Persian king, Ahasuerus, historically identified as King Xerxes, while
God’s people were held captive about 2500 years ago. While the book is unique in that there is no
direct mention of God, yet God’s unseen hand is quite evident throughout. We see Satan’s desire
to destroy the Jews, the people chosen of God to bring forth the Messiah (Christ) into the world—
and salvation for mankind through Him. Esther’s uncle, Mordecai, reminded Queen Esther that
she alone was “brought into the kingdom for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). She alone would
have the ear of the king, to plead for their deliverance from the pending slaughter, which had been
allowed by his edict, a law that could not be reversed (8:8). Esther went before the king, daring to
approach him in spite of the fact that to approach the king without his request could mean her own
death, willing to risk her life to deliver her people. Esther revealed to the king that she, being
Jewish, would also be targeted for death, and the king granted to the Jews the right and means to
defend themselves against their attackers, thus delivering them from death. The sentence of death
was given instead to the enemies of the Jews.

The message that should be celebrated at Easter—as well as every day: The true believer in Christ
is delivered from the “law of sin and death” (Romans 8:2). As King Ahasuerus had, by his
unchangeable law, put the Jews under the sentence of death, so in the world all stand condemned,
for “all have sinned” (Rom. 3:23), and “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). As Esther, the
king’s bride, was granted access to the king, Christians, as the bride of Christ, are granted access
to the divine King. The king, whose edict had brought the Jews under condemnation, also
provided them with the right and means of protecting themselves from slaughter; and so also while
God’s law condemns us, yet through the death and resurrection of Christ He has equipped us with
“the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day…” (Eph. 6:13). Our
warfare, in contrast to that in Esther’s day, is “not with flesh and blood” but against “spiritual
wickedness in high places” (v. 12). For the enemies of God’s purposes, the fate of the enemies of
the Jews was death, but God’s people were spared., While the destiny of believers is deliverance
and life, for those who “know not God, and obey not the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ” there is
“everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his power.” (2 Thess.
1:6-9). Such is the message of the gospel: God has granted life in Christ to those who stand
condemned. CHRIST IS RISEN! What more glorious message than that could there possibly
be?
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